THE THREATENED WHACK
constitutional experience evolved in the past
the nicest balance of their functions and relations.
Is it conceivable that when one of these organs
has gone, the position of the other two can be
unchanged ? After all, the Crown has formid-
able powers. The King can dismiss Ministers,
can veto Bills, can dissolve Parliament on his
own initiative. Is it not certain that appeals
would be made to him to save the country
from a casual majority of the one House 2
But then, the Crown would be brought at once
into the very vortex of civil strife, and the
Sovereign be placed in the intolerable dilemma
of either permitting irretrievable evil or risking
the very existence of the great institution which
he embodies.1 In such a situation it is easy to
imagine the nature and strength of the extra-
constitutional forces and organizations that
would be evoked.
Of course, I shall be told, " Your fears are
fantastic. This is not the way things happen in
England. All you say may be theoretically
possible " (demonstrably, it is), " but, after all,
there are men of experience and moderation
in the Labour Party and they will take care that
changes do not go too far."
I answer first, consider their programme and
1 In this connection see Mr. Ian Colvin's Life of Lord Carson,
Chapter XXVHL
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